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Patrons have contributed to the annual cost of the magazine and we wish to thank them for their valuable contributions.  

If you would like to become a patron then please contact the secretary: secretarybradlingstone@gmail.com 

Editorial 

With so many of us taking holidays at this time of the year, reports of wildlife sightings have been 
thin on the ground, so no Nature Notes section this month, but there is plenty of other content for 
you to enjoy 

The Passion For Music feature kicks off this month. I’ve already got articles lined up for the next 
couple of months, but I’m keen to make the feature as diverse as possible, with as many genres of 
music represented as possible, so please do send your music reminiscences to: 

editorbradlingstone@gmail.com 

The evocative scene on this month’s cover was captured by Sarah Hollinshead-Bland. I’m keen to 
maintain the high standard of our cover images and would be delighted to receive photos from 

readers. Please send these to: editorbradlingstone@gmail.com 

What’s On In September?…. 

Further Ahead…. 
Norton Coffee Bar  Jubilee Hall  

10:00-11:30 
am  

This popular event returns every 
Tuesday morning 

1 Oct  

Mucklestone W.I. Jubilee Hall 7.15 pm 
Manx Quilting –Sue Simmons 
Competition—a pin cushion 

12 Oct Coffee Morning in aid of Bellaport Home Farm   Courtesy of Mr & Mrs P Smith  

Reminders 
Date for the next month should be sent to secretarybradlingstone@gmail.com 
by the 15th of the month at the latest. Future events can be flagged up as required.   
Articles/contributions should be sent to editorbradlingstone@gmail.com by the 18th of the month. 

Date Event Where Time Extra Info. 

Thu 29 Aug Norton in Bloom Hinds Head 7.30 pm New volunteers always welcome  

Sun 1 Praise and Worship St. Chad’s Church 11.15 am 
Flowers & Brasses - Liz Rowley 
Cleaning—Gwen Lovatt 

Wed 4 Mucklestone W I Jubilee Hall 7.15 pm 
Speaker Keith Reynolds—’Goose 
Grease & Brown paper’. Competi-
tion—an item beginning with G 

Sat 7 
Village Show  Jubilee Hall  2:30pm  Doors open for entries from 8:30am  

Cricket  1st v Bignall End  Cricket Ground 1.00 pm  

Sun 8 BCP Morning Prayers  St. Chad’s Church 11.15 am 
Flowers & Brasses - Liz Rowley 
Cleaning—Gwen Lovatt 

Tue 10  Parish Council Meeting  Jubilee Hall  7:15pm   

Tea for Time  
St Mary's School 
Mucklestone  

2:00-5:00 pm  
Tickets £5.  Contact Ruth Lloyd 01630 
638632.  Funds raised for St Mary's 
Clock and St Chad's Carillon  Sat 14 

Cricket 2nd v Betley Cricket Ground 1.00 pm  

Sun 15 Family Service St. Chad’s Church 11.15 am 
Flowers & Brasses Sarah Belfield 
Cleaning Gwen Lovatt  

Sat 21 Cricket 1st v Lycett  Cricket Ground 11.30 pm  

Sun 22 Family Communion  St. Chad’s Church 11.15 am 
Flowers & Brasses Sarah Belfield 
Cleaning Gwen Lovatt  

Sat 28 
Robert Hammond & Amy 
Yorke Wedding  

St. Chad’s Church 2:00pm  

Sun 29  Harvest Thanksgiving  St Chad's Church  11:15am  
Bring & Share Lunch 
Flowers & Brasses Sarah Smith 
Cleaning Gwen Lovatt  
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80th Anniversary of school-children's evacuation to Norton in Hales 

Views and opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Editorial Panel, which reserves the right, at its absolute discretion, to amend, edit, 
abbreviate, precis or refuse to publish any submitted contribution. Contributions, including photographs, are submitted at the contributor’s own risk and are not 

necessarily returnable. 

For months there had been talk of another war with Germany, and people were hoping against hope 

that somehow our Prime Minister, Chamberlain, could talk Herr Hitler out of it. But events 

were moving fast and at o'clock in the afternoon of Friday, 1st September, two heavily laden buses 

with 56 children on board groaned to a halt outside the village school. The children had come from 

Manchester, accompanied by two of their teachers, and had been on the move all day. Now tired 

and hungry, they were welcomed to the village, perhaps with a little uncertainty, by Mr. Chadwick, 

the retired headmaster of the village school; his daunting task was to find homes for the children. 
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Where there’s muck, there’s brass…….. 

The Secret Of The Black Lagoon 

These press clippings from nearly 40 years ago, during the Autumn of 

1980, detail the saga of the ‘Phantom Harvester’. This ‘Cheeky’ 

individual ‘allegedly’ removed hay from common land near Hankelow, 

known locally as the Black Lagoon, so called because, before mains 

sewerage came to North Shropshire in the 1950’s, it was the final 

resting place for toilet waste from the wider area. When the lagoon was 

no longer used, it was grassed over and each year sported an ever 

more luxuriant growth of meadow grasses, which finally proved too 

tempting for an opportunistic individual. After all these years, a local 

man, who may or may not be known to some of you, has shared his 

press clippings. 

Contemporary and recent photos of 

the ‘alleged’ perpetrator are 

disguised to protect his anonymity. 

The Black Lagoon hides further 

and darker secrets, which will be 

revealed in a forthcoming issue of 

The Bradling Stone. 



Give It Some Humpty…... 

Community Spirit 

The Parochial Church Council of Saint Chad’s would like to thank a group of people who have, 

through their endeavours, helped the church avoid an expensive repair.  The gate post was knocked 

out of position and this group have kindly restored the post to its original position. 

 
Two ladies, Bev and Carol, organised, directed and photographed the delicate operation, while Paul 
Durber did a lot of ‘this way a bit, stop, clout’.  Alistair Cadman, drove the bobcat digger and swung 
the hammer, and Tom Beeston cut a little off the bottom of the gate to make it easier to close. 



Share your passion for music with: editorbradlingstone@gmail.com 

A Passion For Music—Lizzy and Me 

That first record opened the floodgates and albums by Black Sabbath and Deep 

Purple and a host of others soon followed. All of my pocket money, earned, 

firstly, as a Saturday ‘bread lad’ (long-gone job) and, later, as a Food Porter at 

British Home Stores in Hanley (long-gone shop), was spent on vinyl. I was an 

avid reader of the weekly music mags, particularly Sounds (long gone), which 

exposed me to some of the more obscure underground bands, and I remember 

walking around my home village of Blythe Bridge, with my latest acquisitions 

tucked under my arm for all to see. How cool was I? Probably not as cool as I 

thought – girls have never been impressed by Kings of Oblivion by The Pink 

Fairies! It seems strange now that this public ‘showing off’ of albums was a 

popular pastime in the 70’s, and some of you may remember seeing centre-

parted, long-haired lads wandering around aimlessly, sporting long grey army 

surplus trench coats, loon pants, mirror shades and unfeasibly long and fuzzy 

‘sideboards’, clutching the latest Edgar Broughton Band album. I never did 

manage the fuzzy sideboards, but I gave it a good go. Those were the days! 

Anyway, back to the main event, my first concert. I’d been into Thin Lizzy for a 

couple of years by 1976, being particularly taken with their bass-playing front 

man, Phil Lynott, and their fiery teenage guitarist, Brian Robertson. I’d bought 

both of the albums that Lizzy released in 1976; Jailbreak and Johnny The Fox, 

and once I turned 16, my parents reluctantly allowed me to queue for tickets for 

Lizzy’s gig (mis-spelled Lizzie on the ticket) at the Victoria Hall, Hanley on the 

7th November. Four tickets for prime seats in the middle of the balcony were 

duly purchased for the, again, princely sum of £2 each for myself, my then 

girlfriend, Helen Smith, her friend, Debbie Wain and her cousin, Jonathan Smith. 

I wonder where they are now? Memories of the gig are a bit of a blur 40-odd 

years on, but I do remember two things: that Lizzy were great and that I got an 

unprovoked and unanswered punch in the face from a random passer-by on the 

way home – never good in front of your girlfriend and her friends! 25 years later, 

I learned that Nortonian Richard Jones attended the same gig. Small world! I 

must ask him whether he punched a random passer-by in the face after the gig. 

Lots more gigs followed over the years, but those late 70’s, early 80’s gigs, crushed up against the stage at 
the ‘Vicky’ Hall, are now treasured memories. I got to see Lizzy twice more before they disbanded – at the 

(long-demolished) Ballroom in Trentham Gardens on the Black Rose tour in 1980, with the great Gary Moore 
on guitar, and again at the Victoria Hall on their farewell tour in 1983. Both great gigs, but you always 
remember the first time….. 

Mark Hackney (yes, that really is me!) 

Coming next month: Nigel Passmore reveals that he was a teenage Blusebreaker…. 

1976 was a memorable year for me in so many ways: the year I took my ‘O-

levels’, a scorching summer, which was longer and hotter than our last hot 

summer in 2018, but most importantly, at last, my first rock concert. I’d always 

liked music, but started to get seriously into rock music at the tender age of 11 

after hearing my mate, Crum (Mark backwards [ sort of!]) on the school bus, 

singing Led Zeppelin songs that he’d heard from his eldest, cool, long-haired, 

brother’s albums. I remember being excited to receive Led Zeppelin II at 

Christmas in 1971 – a gift from my mum and dad, purchased from the record 

stall in Longton market. I equally remember being deeply disappointed that 

the record sounded nothing like Crum’s singing and I was worried all over the 

holiday period that my parents has wasted the princely sum of £2, but after 

repeated plays I realised that Robert Plant was a far better singer than Crum 

would ever be, and my passion for ‘heavy’ music was cemented and 

continues to this day. 
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Next In Bloom Meeting: 7.30 PM on 29 August in the Hinds Head 

Norton In Bloom 

Britain in Bloom judges Ruth Growney and Brendan Mowforth visited Norton in Hales on a lovely 

sunny Monday morning at the beginning of August. Norton was one of five locations in the Midlands 

that had been put forward to the National Britain in Bloom competition representing the Heart of 

England region. The others were urban community Winshill, Newport in the town category, Biddulph 

as a large town and for the small city category it was Rugby. Perhaps more relevant are the villages 

that Norton is up against at the National level. These are Green Moor, Yorkshire, Middleton by 

Wirksworth in Derbyshire, Filby on the East Coast, Tanfield in the North East, Donaghmore in 

Northern Ireland and lastly, St Aubin in Jersey. 

After the judges had been welcomed and introduced by Sally Peake, Peter Eardley said a few words 
of appreciation and then Amy Yorke gave a PowerPoint presentation to the judges on the events 
and activities that the Norton in Bloom group is involved in during the year. There were also display 
boards illustrating these activities. 

The one-hour judging tour commenced and included a ride in a vintage Daimler to the wildlife area 
and on return, when the judges were crossing the big green, the church bells appropriately rang out. 
(They seemed to particularly like that!). After a walk around the recreation ground, the church and 
the village centre, the tour ended at the Hinds Head for coffee and cakes. 

The judges never give anything away, but at the end Ruth thanked everyone for such a warm 
welcome. As expected, the village looked delightful and thanks from the group go to everyone who 
helped in whatever way towards a successful entry into the competition. To find out how we have 
fared this year we have to wait until the 25th October for the results. Quite why we have to wait that 
long for the presentation and awards ceremony remains a mystery! 

 

The next In 
Bloom event is 
the Village 
Show, which 
has been 
running for 
many years, as 
can be seen 
from the leaflet 
for the 1925 
event, courtesy 
of Graham 
Noden. Please 
support this 
traditional 
village activity 
in order to keep 
it going well into 
the future. 



Saturday 7th September 2019 

Annual Village Show 

Bring along entries, which must be grown in your own gardens or 
homemade, between 8.30 and 11.00am on the day. 

• Adult categories 20p per entry 

• Children’s categories 10p per entry 

• Entry fees will be used to offset running costs 

Doors will close for judging from 11.00am until 2.30pm 

Doors open for viewing at 2.30pm – everyone welcome.  

Have a cup of tea and a cake whilst you admire the entries 

Prize giving at 3.30pm 

If you need to check the show schedule for categories to enter go to the 

 Norton In Hales website    https://www.nortoninhales.org 

Click on The Bradling Stone Magazine - August 2019 see page 10 

 

Please support this traditional village activity in order to keep 
it going into the future 

Norton In Hales 

 Annual Village Show 

Saturday 7th September 2019 

Jubilee Hall 

https://www.nortoninhales.org/blog/date/2019-08


100 Club July Results: 1st –Georgina Ancliffe, 2nd - Norma Peppitt, 3rd - Bernie Sadler. If you haven't joined the 100 Club there's still 

the opportunity to join for the rest of the year. Please contact Jean on 653878 or Carol on 658983 

A View From The Vicarage  

But when the holiday is over and it’s back to work and school, we resume our busyness.  We get 

stuck into the daily regime, to which we add every other activity we need and want to do.  The 

result is extreme busyness and if we’re not careful that leads to exhaustion and burnout.  The hard 

part is that much of the busyness is required of our daily lives.  There’s no escaping what needs to 

be done, and we just get on with it. 

It reminds me of the Bible story of Martha and Mary when Jesus and his disciples stopped by for a 

meal.  Hospitality demanded that the women prepare the meal, making sure the environment is tidy 

and ready as well.  Hard work to put together a special meal for special visitors.  We can all relate 

to that part of the story.  And Martha gets to it.  She is almost frantic in her efforts.  But where was 

Mary?  She was sitting at Jesus’ feet listening to him talk.   

Martha was not pleased.  In fact, she was fuming!  Finally, she comes into the room and demands 

that Jesus tell Mary to get up and do her duty by helping Martha.  What Martha is doing is 

necessary, important, and helpful, but ultimately destructive!  As she expended her physical and 

emotional energy, she was neglecting her spiritual side.  Martha’s busyness was keeping her from 

enjoying her company and could lead to burnout.   Instead of telling Mary to go and help, Jesus 

tells Martha that Mary has grasped something Martha had overlooked. 

Mary was taking the rare opportunity for women in her day.  She was taking time out from her 

busyness to recharge her spiritual nature by listening to Jesus.  And Jesus commended her for it!  

That got me thinking.  How many of us get absorbed in our busyness and lose track of the 

barrenness growing inside?  For me, it is my spiritual connection with God which gives me balance 

and stability in my daily life.  When I take time to worship, pray, and read the Bible, I am reminding 

myself of God’s wonderful plan of Creation and my small part in it.  I begin to appreciate the 

collectiveness of the world around me and that helps give me some perspective on my busyness.  

It balances me and keeps me on an even keel.  That’s what Jesus was telling Martha (and us) that 

by connecting with Him on a regular basis, it is possible to lead a fuller life. 

Come and experience that spiritual connection and peace by joining us weekly at 11:15am on 
Sundays at St Chad’s for worship.  God loves you and wants to replace your barrenness with His 
blessedness.  Just a thought as we re-enter the busyness of post-holiday lives. 

 

Rev. Don Alcock 

Telephone:  01630 647 911 

Email:   dga952@hotmail.com 

September!!  It’s back to school time, autumn is around the corner, 

and it won’t be long now until Christmas.  Where has the year gone?  

As I write this month’s piece, it is a cloudy, showery, blustery 

Saturday; definitely autumnal in feel even if it is still summer.  And yet 

we idolise summer as a time to be idle—to stop the busyness of daily 

work and school routine.  After all, isn’t that what holidays are for?  We 

get away and re-charge our batteries by not doing work or school.  We 

think about lounging on a sunny beach with the occasional dip in the 

water. Maybe we travel to other places to explore the cities and 

cultures, or just chill and read. 
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Respect   Protect   Enjoy 

Lost Highway to find their way back to Norton 

There are several local walks, some very short and some taking up to 2.5 hours. There is also a 

Permissive Path just south of the village accessed from Forge Lane. Here's a selection, all directions 

from The Hind's Head: 

A Short Walk could take you east down Napley Road to Parton's Pool then back along Bearstone 

Road to the recreational field, then back to Bellaport Road, along Chapel Lane and left onto Main 

Road for Forge Lane and the Green Lane. Then back for welcome refreshment after approximately 

1 mile/45 mins. 

A Field Walk is just south of the village. Take Main Road to Forge Lane and near the rear entrance 

to Norton Farm is a post with a map of the Permissive Path route. 1 hour. 

A walk along Bellaport Road in the direction of Audlem will take you to the highest ground in the 

local area to give good views of the Peckforton, Welsh and Shropshire hills. Return along the same 

route. 3 miles/1.5 hours. 

A church-to-church walk: From Norton church head up Napley Road and cross the busy main road 

to enter a Right of Way path across a field. From Mucklestone church return via Forge Farm. 4 

miles/2 hrs. 

The Ridgewardine/Oakley and Bellaport Circular Walks are both 5 miles/2.5 hrs. Full details of these 

interesting and enjoyable walks are at the village web site and in leaflets located in The Hind's Head. 

The local Rights of Way and their stiles and gates used to be 

maintained by landowners and Shropshire Council, but Council 

funding has become very tight in recent years. So a partnership 

between Shropshire Council, the Parish Council and unpaid volunteer 

parishioners was formed: the County Council provides the money, 

material, training and guidance, and the parishioners do most of the 

maintenance and repair work. It's a partnership that works well and, 

for the four volunteers, is informal, satisfying and rewarding work - as 

you can see. Like to know more, perhaps become a volunteer? Call 

David Rigby on 654202 

"P3" - What's that?? 

This group been have asked to pay a return visit to Norton after their fantastic concert earlier in the 

year, and will be back on 9th November. They received a standing ovation last time, which is a 

measure of how good they were, so if you missed seeing them last time, watch out for full details of 

their return concert in next month’s Bradling Stone. 

Always remember to follow the Country Code: 

Respect other people, especially landowners. So 

only use Rights of Way and Permissive Paths 

Protect the natural environment, so leave no trace of 

your visit. Keep your dog under control and remove 

dog poo. 

Enjoy the outdoors, so plan ahead and be prepared. 

Consult OS Explorer Sheet 243 (local area) 



Village Bells, Clock and Carillon Fund stands at £1277 

 



 

Tea For Time 

 

Come and join the Friends of Mucklestone WI for Tea Party fun to raise funds for the restoration of 

Mucklestone St Mary’s Church Clock and Norton-in-Hales St Chad’s Church Carillion 

Saturday, 14th September 2019 

2.00pm - 5.00pm 

ST MARY’S SCHOOL, MUCKLESTONE 

Tickets £5  Contact: Ruth Lloyd  01630 638632 



 

 



Cricket Scene 

Follow Norton News on www.nortoninhales.org 

We have reached the end of the South Moorland Junior Cricket League season and our Under 8s 

team and Under 10s development team have both finished runners-up in their respective tables! 

This is a superb achievement for the youngsters, who have been very committed to the Friday night 

practice sessions and the ECB All Stars programme that the club runs. They are really enjoying 

cricket and it has been great to see them develop over the year. Thanks to our junior coaches, 

Simon Belfield, Phil Brammer, Ben Furnival, Edrique Cook and James Ruscoe for all their hard work 

and dedication every week, and also to all the parents. Thanks also to our new sponsors for their 

support – U8s Cookies Fish Bar, Market Drayton and U10s Moore’s Accountancy, Newcastle-Under-

Lyme.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 10th August 2019 – 1st team v Woore CC (h), NSSCL Div 2 - win 

Norton in Hales were asked to bat first against local fierce rivals Woore CC. A disastrous start for the 

home team with opener James Ruscoe falling first ball, then Simon Dyer falling very soon after, 12-

2! The next six Norton batsmen all got into double figures but could not go on and get a telling score, 

Edrique 14, Eddie Warrington and Joe Wagg both getting 27, Jack Furnival 17, Chris Dyer 15 and 

Kashif 19 all chipping in. On a sticky slow wicket the Norton total crept to 138 off 51 overs before 

being bowled out. Not a big total but one for the bowlers to get stuck into. 

The Norton in Hales bowlers made the total look huge as only one of the Woore ‘Pros’ along with 

their team mates got into double figures, Michael Dyer and Jack Furnival doing the majority of the 

damage. Good bowling, getting the ball into the right areas on the tricky wicket and poor stroke play 

meant that the Woore innings was very short and they were crushed for the second time this season 

by Norton in Hales CC! Mike Dyer 5-8 off 12 overs, Jack Furnival 4-13 off 7 overs and the final 

wicket being taken by Charlie Belfield! 

2nd team v Endon CC 2nd X1 (a), NSSCL Div 7 - win 

Norton in Hales won the toss and elected to bowl first. Opening senior pair of Paul Evans and 

Matthew Riley were on the money from the very beginning. Only two Endon batsmen got into double 

figures as they were bowled out for 91, Paul finishing with 4-41, Matthew 3-32, Gary Rudd 2-4 and 

Jamie Shaw 1-10. 

The run chase was slow and the momentum of the game kept changing as little partnerships 
occasionally came but then wickets kept tumbling. A fantastic innings and partnership between 
youngsters Jamie Evans (32) and Will Shaw (14) gave Norton in Hales a fighting chance and with 
only one wicket left and Matthew Riley and Tony Derricutt at the crease, 4 byes won us the game! 

Under 8s team 
Under 10s development team 


