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Dates for your diary

Sunday 3rd June Praise and Worship at 11:15am, St Chads 
(2 Corinthians 4:5-12; Mark 2:23 – 3:6)

Saturday 9th June Village Festival, 2:00pm -5:00pm at the Village green

Thursday 14th June Norton in Bloom Monthly Meeting, 7:30pm at the 

Hinds Head. All Welcome

Sunday 10th June Morning Prayer at 11:15am, St Chads

(Psalm 130; 2 Corinthians 4:13 – 5:1; Mark 3:20-end)

Sunday 17th June Family Service at 11:15am, St Chads 
(Mark 4:26-34)

Thursday 21st June Video Lecture Keele World Affairs Series, “China: Finding a modern 

identity from conflict to Confucius”. Village Hall at 7:30pm Cost £1 
including tea and biscuits

Sunday 24th June Holy Communion at 11:15am, St Chads 
(2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-end)

Friday 29th June Annual Rounders' Evening, 6pm at the Playing Fields

For any contributions to the Monthly Messenger, please email hannahmariahague@yahoo.co.uk

Deadline for submissions is the 20th of each month.

Tuesday Coffee Mornings

In the village hall from 10am – 11.30 everyone welcome.

St Chad’s Flower and Cleaning Rota for June

FLOWERS                                                      CLEANING

3rd June Mrs Sue Tudge Mrs Sarah Smith

10th June Mrs Sue Tudge

17th June Mrs E Hewitt

24th June Mrs E Hewitt

mailto:hannahmariahague@yahoo.co.uk


Jesus gave us a wonderful illustration to help us in this mission.  He told a parable about the sower 

and the seeds. Jesus said the farmer went into his fields with a basket of seeds at his hip (as was 

common practice) and scattered the seeds by hand in wide arc.  Some of the seed would fall on 

fertile soil and produce well.  Other would fall on the path and be eaten by the birds.  Other seed 

would fall on rocky soil, where it didn’t have much soil.  It would grow quickly, but because the soil 

was shallow, when the sun came up day after day, the plants would be scorched and die because 

the roots couldn’t go deep enough to be nourished.  Other seed fell among the thorns, which would 

choke the growing plants.

What we hear in this story is that the Church is the farmer, planting the seed of the Good News.  

We tell the story of Jesus, but we have no idea how it will be received.  Are you like the path in 

Jesus’ story?  If so, you have chosen to ignore or reject Jesus, having decided He has no place in 

your life/lifestyle.  In you, the seed will not grow.  Are you like the rocky soil?  If so, then you take 

Jesus on board for as long as things are good and/or you get some use or benefit from being a 

believer.  But when the world turns against you or things go wrong, because you have not 

developed your faith and your relationship with Jesus, your faith will wither and die because it has 

no root to draw nourishment as needed for life.  Are you like the thorns?  If so, you work to destroy 

the Good News by choking the life out of the message and trying to stop others from sharing and 

living it.  Are you like the fertile soil?  If so, then you have heard the Good News and taken it to 

heart.  You have worked hard at growing your faith by prayer, Bible study, worship, and dedication 

to knowing Jesus more fully each day of your life.  And you will thrive!

Every time I write an article for this Messenger, I am trying to share the Good News of Jesus as our 

Lord and Saviour to encourage each of you to take a close look at Him and to see how He can 

make a difference in your life; in short to get you to choose a relationship with Jesus and grow in 

that faith.  My dream is for each and every person who receives this Magazine to hear God calling 

to come to know Him; to come to faith.  Alas, I know that’s not likely.  The world offers too many 

distractions and alternatives, often in more appealing forms.  And sadly, I know that many of you 

are the paths, the rocky soil, and the thorns.  But it remains my prayer and my hope that maybe, 

just maybe, some of you will reconsider your views of Jesus and take a new look at Him.

As you tend your flower and vegetable gardens this summer, think about all the hard work you do 

to cultivate to achieve success.  Now compare that to what you do in tending to your spirituality (as 

most people do claim to be “spiritual”).  Faith in anything needs work, so I invite you to invest some 

time in what will reap eternal rewards—a faith in Jesus.  Your church is here to help.  Come and 

meet us at the Norton-in-Hales Village Festival on Saturday 9th June in the afternoon.  It’s a great 

way to get to know your church family in a relaxed and fun environment.  Once you know us, I also 

hope you will join us on Sunday mornings at 11:15am for worship services.

A View from the Vicarage
The Church’s mission is to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ as our Lord and 

Saviour.  Over the centuries, it has done so with varying degrees of effectiveness.  

With declining attendance numbers in so many places, Christians are looking for new 

ways to share their story.  The question is: how do we do it?  Many believe we need 

new ways of doing it and/or new ways of doing church.  We have tied “success” with 

numbers, and that has led to much discouragement.

Rev. Don Alcock

Telephone:  01630 647 911

Email:   dga952@hotmail.com

mailto:dga952@hotmail.com


Messages…

Sponsored 3 Marathons walk in aid of Norton-in-Hales Community Sports Club

Congratulations to the team of walkers who managed to complete the extremely challenging 

Shropshire way walk over 3 days at Easter. They had to contend with snow, rain, wind and mud as 

they completed 26 miles each day. Huge thanks go to all those people who so generously 

sponsored the walkers, as just over £3,000 was raised, with gift aid to follow on many of the 

donations. The proceeds will be used to improve facilities and coaching. The Tennis, Bowls and 

Cricket Club will be encouraged to bring ideas forward for utilising the funds raised. We hope that 

all villagers will take the opportunity to enjoy our splendid playing fields this summer as player, 

spectator or attending one of our events. Philip Smith (Chairman of Playing Fields).

Cricket

The cricket season is now full under way after a very wet and cool spring we are now having some 

nice warmth which is always good. Both Saturday teams have started 2018 campaign with a win 

lose and a draw. There is some excellent cricket been played in good spirit and we welcome all 

down for a drink at our newly arranged  bar. We can even supply Gin and Tonic with ice and slice. 

What could be better on a lovely summers day?

We also have a mid week team this year playing a 15 over bash. Club night is on a Friday evening 

where we have also now started a successful Allstars Cricket season for 8 weeks. This is for girls 

and boys between 5 and 8 providing fun cricket coaching sessions ably coordinated by Simon 

Belfield with the help of Angus Henderson who is from New Zealand. We are also now running an 

U 8’s team on Saturday mornings with plans for and U10s team next year. Any enquiries please 

ring Roly Tavernor 07816298352

Fixtures coming up in June are:

2nd June 2nd Team v Rode Park

9th               1st Team v   Meir Heath  

16th       2nd Team v Oakamoor

23rd          2nd Team v Moddershall

30th           1st Team v Meakins

Events coming up: SHEEP RACE at The Playing Fields 7th July 

Friends of Norton-in-Hales

VIDEO LECTURE

KEELE WORLD AFFAIRS SERIES

VILLAGE HALL: THURSDAY 21ST JUNE 2018 @ 7:30pm

COST £1 INCLUDING TEA & BUSCUITS

“CHINA : FINDING A MODERN IDENTITY FROM CONFLICT TO CONFUCIUS”

PROFESSOR RANA MITTER

PROFESSOR OF THE HISTORY AND POLITICS OF MODERN CHINA

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD



Norton in Bloom Newsletter

June 2018

Jobs for June

1 Hoe borders regularly to 

keep down weeds

2 Be water-wise, especially in 

drought-affected areas

3 Pinch out side shoots on 

tomatoes

4 Harvest lettuce, radish, 

other salads and early 

potatoes

5 Position summer hanging 

baskets and containers 

outside

6 Mow lawns at least once a 

week

7 Plant out summer bedding

8 Stake tall or floppy plants

9 Prune many spring-

flowering shrubs

10 Shade greenhouses to 

keep them cool and prevent 

scorch

The Norton in Bloom group meets at The Hind’s Head every month.

This year meetings will take place on the second Thursday in the month at 7.30pm. New members are 

very welcome.

The next meeting is on Thursday 14th June

We have the date for the Heart of England In Bloom 

judging now, which will be on the morning of Wednesday 25 

July. At the moment the plan is to meet the judges at the 

village hall where they will be given a slide show of the 

village throughout the year together with an outline of the 

main activities. They will then be taken down to Parton’s 

Pool by car and back up to the big green. From there the 

tour goes to the recreation ground and then to the centre of 

the village via the churchyard, returning to the village hall 

down Main Road. 

We would ask everyone in the village and particularly those 

on the judging route to do their best with their front gardens 

ready for judging.

The village has looked particularly pretty this spring but all 

the flowers will be taken up at the end of May ready for 

planting on 4th June. As always, help is appreciated to do 

these jobs.

You might have noticed a new bed on the big green. This 

will replace the half barrel planters which take a lot of 

watering. There is a lime tree in this bed which has been 

purchased by the In Bloom group in memory of Mick 

Brassington and planted by Doreen and the ‘Brassington

Brothers’. The parish council are funding a stone plaque by 

the tree to remember Mick by.

Do you have any spare plants that you could donate?

The Bloom Group are to have a plant sale at the Village 

Festival on Saturday 9th June.

If you have any spare plants that we could sell to raise funds 

for the group and the work it is doing in the village please 

pass to someone in the group or bring to the stall on the day. 



A rare vagrant turned up in gardens along Woodhouse Lane out along the Bellaport Road at the end of 

April. Ken and Trish, at Mere Farm, reported a Hoopoe feeding in their garden and in that of a neighbour. 

This is a special sighting as not many of these birds are seen in the country each year. The Hoopoe (with 

a similarly interesting scientific name – Upupa epops) migrates north in spring from Africa and heads for 

Europe but not breed as north as the UK. The bird seen in the area would have overshot its destination 

(they are not uncommon in France) and was probably blown of course by the storm we experienced days 

earlier. The Hoopoe favours grassland so it can forage for insects and this is why lawns are favoured as 

the shorter grass allows for more effective gathering of their favoured food using its long curved bill. Most 

striking though is this birds plumage! It has a pink-brown body with black and white wings and a crest that 

it raises when alarmed. Ken also reports stock doves being resident – on first glance these birds could be 

mistaken for a woodpigeon or feral pigeon but they are more delicate in appearance and don’t have a 

white rump.

There is an abundance of wildflowers along the hedgerows and verges. If you look closely amongst the 

cow parsley you will see red campion, common vetch and yellow archangel. 

Carol spotted a red kite in the village on the afternoon of the 6th May. It came to her attention because of 

the noise from crows as they sensed the danger of the predator enter their territory. Cam M also saw a red 

kite and a kestrel along the Adderley Road on 10th May. Malcolm M reports that nuthatch are nesting in a 

bird box in his garden – when the young appear I am sure this will be quite a sight.

During the first week of May on a fine bright day I took a walk down to Partons Pool and within a few 

minutes had seen a jay, a male blackcap, a pair of long-tailed tits busy nest building, a willow warbler and 

a chiffchaff, a great spotted woodpecker fly directly to a tree along the River Tern in which I would expect 

there to be a nest, and a nuthatch calling. Passing through were a small blue and an orange tip butterfly. 

The orange tip butterfly has been numerous in the village since the start of May – the male has the orange 

tip to the wing and the female has a black tip. Curly reported a possible wood warbler at the end of April 

and has also seen shelduck in the area – these wildfowl have a superb plumage. Flynn H also reports a 

sighting of a hen teal with 14 ducklings on the River Tern towards Oakley Hall on 20th May. 

I have had many reports of a sparrowhawk or two seen in and around the village. I happened to see one 

this morning being chased by swallows. It was a female (a larger bird than the male and with brown bars 

under the wing) and it held a young sparrow in its talons. Even though it was being mobbed it showed no 

sign of worry and was clearly not going to drop its prey which it may well have been taking to its nest.

Many of our summer migrants have now arrived and you will hear the pleasant warble of the whitethroat if 

you take a walk along the hedgerows – I have seen several pairs. The bird is more difficult to spot though 

now that everything is in leaf. I have yet to see a swift in the village and this mirrors the general decline of 

this species in the country. If you have seen one please let me know.

Thanks to everyone who has spoken to me or made contact with nature sightings over the month. 

23rd April to 21st May 2018

Chris Green

07837 227476  / chris28green@yahoo.co.uk

Norton Nature Notes


